Statement

HealthforAnimals joins the global veterinary and medical
communities in their opposition to proposed restrictions
on the use of ketamine.
Brussels, 4 November 2015
On 16-20 November 2015, the Expert Committee on Drug Dependence (ECDD) of the World Health
Organisation (WHO) will hold a meeting, where they will consider placing ketamine on Schedule I of
the 1971 UN Convention on psychotropic substances. This re-classification will restrict the availability
of ketamine.
Ketamine is an important anaesthesia and it is used for veterinary medical interventions and to
restrain dangerous animals. It is an important part of the veterinarian’s toolkit. HealthforAnimals
opposes initiatives to restrict ketamine availability as this will severely undermine the ability to provide
effective and cost effective care for animals.
The WHO Expert Committee on Drug Dependence (ECDD) evaluated ketamine in 2006, 2012 and
2014. It did not recommend placing ketamine under international control. HealthforAnimals supports
the decision of WHO ECDD not to recommend ketamine scheduling.
The HealthforAnimals position is in line with that of the World Medical Association (WMA), the World
Veterinary Association (WMA), the World Small Animal Veterinarians Association (WSAVA) and many
others.
Fact sheets on ketamine are available at the WVA site: http://worldvet.org/news.php?item=189

ENDS

Notes for editors
HealthforAnimals (previously International Federation for Animal Health-IFAH) represents manufacturers of
veterinary medicines, vaccines and other animal health products in both developed and developing countries
across five continents. The mission of HealthforAnimals is to foster a greater understanding of animal health
matters and promote a predictable, science-based regulatory environment that facilitates the supply of innovative
and quality animal medicines, vaccines and other animal health products into a competitive market place. These
products contribute to a healthy and safe food supply as well as a high standard of health and welfare for animals
and people. For further information on HealthforAnimals, please visit www.healthforanimals.org
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